Health & Safety Instructions

POWER OUTAGE £

Key Legal Framework

1. Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 (HSWA)
o Trustees, churchwardens, or those managing the premises have a duty of care to
protect everyone in the building from risks to their health and safety.
2. Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999
o Requires risk assessments (including what to do if power is lost).
o Requires emergency procedures to be planned and communicated.
3. Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005
o The “responsible person” (usually clergy, churchwardens, or PCC/trustees) must
ensure safe evacuation routes.
o By law, escape routes must be illuminated by emergency lighting if normal lighting
fails.
4. Electricity at Work Regulations 1989
o Requires electrical systems to be maintained in safe condition to reduce risks of
electrical faults that may cause blackouts or hazards.

Immediate Legal/Practical Procedures During a Power Outage

When the power goes out while people are present in a church building:

1. Stay calm & reassure people — avoid panic.
2. Switch to emergency lighting (legally required in assembly buildings).
o If emergency lighting does not activate, ushers/wardens should use torches to
guide people.
3. Assess the risk:
o If the outage is brief and the building remains safe - people may stay.
o If the outage is prolonged, or safety is compromised (e.g. trip hazards, no safe
lighting, security risk) - evacuation is required.
4. Use designated evacuation routes — ensure they are kept clear.
5. Contact the Distribution Network Operator (DNO) to report/check the outage.
o (Each region has a DNO; in England/Wales you can also call the national helpline
105).



After the Incident

e Record the outage in the Health & Safety Log Book.
e If the power cut led to a dangerous situation or an accident, report under RIDDOR 2013 if
legally applicable.
e Review risk assessment and ensure:
o Emergency lighting is working and tested monthly (as required under BS 5266 and
fire safety law).
o Torches and backup systems are available.
o Volunteers know the procedure.

Key Points for Churches

o Emergency lighting is a legal requirement in buildings used by the public, including

churches.
e The responsible person must ensure people can leave safely in the dark.
e If the building cannot be made safe during an outage, it must be evacuated until power is

restored.
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