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Health & Safety Instructions

GAS LEAK

In the UK, the discovery of a gas leak in any building – including a church – triggers
very clear legal health and safety duties under the Health and Safety at Work etc.
Act 1974, the Gas Safety (Installation and Use) Regulations 1998, and relevant fire
safety legislation.

Here’s what must legally happen if a gas leak is found in a church while people are
present:

Immediate Actions Required

1. Evacuate the building immediately
o Everyone inside must be safely evacuated without delay.
o Leave doors and windows open (if safe) to disperse the gas.
o Do not use electrical switches, mobile phones, or anything that could

cause a spark.
2. Shut off the gas supply if safe to do so

o Turn off the emergency control valve (usually located near the gas
meter).

o Only attempt this if it does not put anyone at risk.
3. Call the National Gas Emergency Service (0800 111 999)

o This is a legal requirement for suspected leaks from mains gas.
o They will dispatch an emergency engineer.

4. Prevent re-entry
o Nobody should be allowed back inside until the area is declared safe by

a qualified engineer.

Legal and Regulatory Framework

 Gas Safety (Installation and Use) Regulations 1998:
Places a duty on those responsible for premises (including churches and
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charities) to ensure all gas fittings, appliances, and flues are maintained in a
safe condition by a Gas Safe registered engineer.

 Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974:
Requires those in control of premises to ensure, so far as is reasonably
practicable, the health and safety of employees, volunteers, congregants, and
visitors.

 Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005:
Requires a fire risk assessment that includes procedures for dealing with
emergencies such as gas leaks.

After the Incident

 A Gas Safe registered engineer must carry out inspection and repair before
the building can be used again.

 The incident should be recorded in the church’s health and safety log.
 If the leak caused actual harm or posed a serious near miss, reporting under

RIDDOR (Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences
Regulations 2013) may be required.
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