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Baptism Health & Safety Procedure – NTCG Sheffield

The purpose of this document is to clearly outline the procedures to follow for preparing,
filling, maintaining during the baptismal service and the post-baptism duties for the
baptismal pool at the New Testament Church of God (NTCG) in Sheffield.

Safety is paramount from start to finish. A minimum of three persons is required to
carry out these procedures to ensure personal health and safety is observed.

At Sheffield NTCG, the pool is located under the rostrum in the main sanctuary building.
There are four steps on either side of the rostrum to get to the pool level. There are two
entry points to the pool each with five steps to go down into the pool.

Procedures

1. Preparing the Baptismal Pool for Baptism – For preparing the pool the following
duties are carried out at least one day prior to the Baptismal Service:

a. Clear the rostrum of all chairs, the pulpit, speakers, microphones,
microphone stands andmusic stands.

b. Cover all electrical outlets.
c. Uncover the pool. All pool covers to be stored safely at the back at the

church. These are then cordoned off safely.
d. Clean the pool.
e. Fill the pool. This routinely takes at least four hours to reach the required

height.
f. Protective non-slip carpet cover is put in place at the entry/exit way of the

pool and along the route to the changing rooms. This is also placed inside
the changing rooms to support safe movement there too.

g. The pool is then cordoned off, and the church is ‘out of bounds’ until the
Baptismal Service.

2. Before the Baptismal Service
a. The heating is turned on to warm the water. The switch for the heating is

in the administrative office. The desired temperature is approximately 35
degrees celcius. The length of time taken to get to the desired
temperature may vary between Summer andWinter.

b. The cordon is taken down.
c. The water temperature is constantly monitored and any issues escalated.
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3. The Baptismal Service
a. Two individuals are assigned to stand at the entry/exit of the pool and two

more individuals at the bottom of each set of stairs to the pool to monitor
and ensure that the walkway is always kept dry and safe.

b. Two individuals carrying out the baptism are situated in the pool – the
baptiser and an assistant.

c. The baptism candidate is escorted down into the pool and supported
physically during the baptism and then escorted out of the pool.

d. Qualified First Aiders are on hand to support any issue that may arise on
the day.

e. The radio-microphone is secured to a stand and held aloft for the speaker
in the pool to ensure that no-one in the pool handles the microphone.

f. All musicians, with their musical instruments and equipment are
approximately four feet away from the edge of the pool on the raised
section of the rostrum. The Praise andWorship Team are placed further
back with the musicians with their microphones for health and safety
reasons.

4. After the Baptismal Service
a. The pool is drained. It is then cordoned off and left to air out.
b. After it is totally dried out, the pool cover is put back into place and

secured.
c. Everything is returned to its original position i.e., the chairs, the pulpit, the

microphones, the microphone stands, the music stands, the speakers etc.
d. The tape is removed from the sockets. The carpet protector is removed

from all areas.


